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Cameroon’s 2025 presidential 

election ended, once again, 

as a coronation rather than a 

contest. President Paul Biya — 92 years 

old, ruler since 1982 — secured an eighth 

consecutive term with just over 53 percent 

of the vote, his narrowest margin in 

decades. It is victory without celebration, 

continuity without conviction.
For a leader who barely campaigned, 

Biya’s single public appearance in 
Maroua, in the Far North, was less about 
persuasion than demonstration — a 
reminder of who still commands the 
state. The rest was left to a machinery 
perfected over four decades to transform 
minimal effort into maximum results. 
This time, however, the choreography 
wobbled.

Instead of legitimacy, the election laid 
bare a deep crisis of trust. The electoral 
body, ELECAM, has drawn scorn for 
functioning as an administrative arm of 
the ruling Cameroon People’s Democratic 
Movement (CPDM). Its opaque conduct 
and silence in the face of irregularities 
reinforced a grim belief: Cameroon no 
longer votes to choose leaders — it votes 
to ratify power.

Minister of Territorial Administration 
Paul Atanga Nji acted less like a referee 
than a referee’s employer, scolding 
officials and threatening opposition 
agents. His heavy-handed interventions 
turned what should have been a 
democratic ritual into a display of 
obedience.

Then came the shock. On election 
night, veteran politician Issa Tchiroma 
Bakary — a onetime Biya ally and long-
time minister, proclaimed himself 
winner, citing figures from his observers. 
His audacious claim sent tremors through 
the system and excitement through the 
streets.

Whether credible or not, Tchiroma’s 
gesture exposed two truths: the yearning 
for change is genuine, and the once-
loyal North is restless. Rumors that Biya 
offered him the post of Prime Minister 
— reportedly declined, deepened 
speculation about fractures within the 
ruling elite.

Yet any northern reward could come 
at a cost: the post of Prime Minister has 
been reserved for an Anglophone since 
1992, a symbolic gesture toward unity 
in a divided country. Shift it northward, 
and Biya risks alienating Anglophones; 
keep it as is, and risks resentment in the 

North. It is a trap of his own design — a 
mirror of the fragile equilibrium holding 
Cameroon together.

That fragility turned deadly in the 
Northwest, where a CPDM Member of 
Parliament was kidnapped and later 
killed in an ambush amid post-election 
tension. Even as the region mourned, 
ELECAM announced landslide results for 
the ruling party — an absurdity in a zone 
crippled by insurgency, displacement, 
and separatist control.

How could communities living under 
siege deliver near-total support for the 
system they blame for their pain? The 
figures defy reason and deepen the 
nation’s cynicism. For many, it was 
confirmation that ballots no longer speak 
— only power does.

The vote also marked the disintegration 
of Cameroon’s historic opposition. The 
Social Democratic Front (SDF), once a 
national powerhouse, stumbled under 
Joshua Osih’s uninspired stewardship. 
The UNDP of Bello Bouba Maïgari — once 
the northern voice of dissent — registered 
its worst result since the 1990s.

Cabral Libii, once the youthful symbol 
of renewal, has faded into irrelevance. 
His base splintered, his message dulled, 
his momentum lost. Cameroon’s 
opposition now resembles a graveyard of 
movements worn down by co-optation, 
intimidation, and despair.

Biya enters this eighth term facing 
crises too vast for one man — especially 
one in his tenth decade. The economy 
limps under debt and inflation. Youth 
unemployment soars. Infrastructure 
crumbles. Electricity cuts darken both 
homes and hope, mocking the nation’s 
abundant hydropower. The anger long 
suppressed is returning to the streets. 
Cameroonians are exhausted by decrees, 
tired of waiting, and skeptical that 
governance by absenteeism can endure 
forever.

Beyond its borders, the Cameroonian 
diaspora has become a moral and 
political force — funding observers, 
amplifying protests, and giving voice to 
silenced citizens. Yet the state’s refusal 
to recognize dual nationality continues 
to exclude millions of skilled patriots 
from participation. If Biya seeks a legacy 
beyond mere survival, he must open 
the gates to these sons and daughters 
abroad — not as threats, but as partners 
in renewal.

International reactions were muted, 
bordering on weary. The African Union 
offered formal congratulations; Western 
capitals offered cautious silence. The 
world no longer expects transformation 
from Yaoundé — only continuity. Biya’s 
narrow 53 percent should be read as a 
warning: even manipulation has limits. 
Will he see in it a plea for reform — to 
reconcile Anglophones, empower youth, 
and loosen one-man rule — or simply 
another statistic to file away?

At 92, even willpower bows to time. 
The real question is not just whether 
Biya can still govern, but also whether 
the system he built can outlive him. 
For Cameroon beyond the challenge of 
replacing President Biya who would clock 
fifty years in power should he complete 
this term, the bigger challenge may 
also be how to reclaim its future. For a 
country with the immensity of abundant 
natural and human resources that it has, 
Cameroon and Cameroonians deserve 
way better on all metrics.

Across Africa, the end of year election 
cycle was equally challenging for Tanzania 
where President had to resort to some 
hard tactics to survive. The matriarchal 
image that President Samia had skillfully 
used to charm Africans was in stark 
contrast to the scale of violence, internet 
restrictions and arrests that were seen in 
Tanzania. She did survive and many will 
be watching keenly to see how she heals 
the wounds of unprecedented divisions in 
the Tanzanian political fabric.

While tales of the good, the bad and 
the ugly in elections may grab global 
attention and fuel social media frenzy, 
people must not lose sight of the potential 
that the continent has, the investment 
opportunities, and the development 
strides that Africa is making. 

On the cover of this edition of PAV is 
Ethiopis Tafara, Vice President for Africa 
at the International Finance Corporation-
IFC. From his base in Nairobi — IFC’s 
largest hub outside Washington, D.C., 

Ethiopis Tafara, is charting a bold course 
for inclusive growth across the continent. 
In an exclusive interview with Pan African 
Visions, Tafara underscores a simple but 
urgent priority: “jobs, jobs, and jobs.”

He reflects on Kenya’s innovation-
driven economy, IFC’s expanding 
regional footprint, and the organization’s 
mission to unlock private capital, 
empower SMEs, and build resilient local 
champions. From renewable energy to 
digital infrastructure and women-led 
enterprises, Tafara outlines how IFC is 
working with African governments and 
businesses to create opportunities that 
transform lives — proving that Africa’s 
future will be built by its entrepreneurs 
and powered by its people.

Featured in this edition as well is Hon. 
Dr. Akwasi Opong-Fosu, Chairman of 
the Ghana Investment Promotion Centre 
(GIPC). Under his dynamic leadership, 
Ghana is reimagining its investment 
narrative — from a resource-driven 
economy to a resilient, innovation-
led hub powered by President John 
Dramani Mahama’s 24-Hour Economy 
and The Big PUSH Initiative. With these 
twin pillars, Ghana seeks to unleash 
round-the-clock productivity, catalyze 
infrastructure modernization, and 
harness its AfCFTA advantage to become 
Africa’s most competitive and inclusive 
investment destination.

From the oil-rich creeks of the Niger 
Delta to the policy corridors of Europe, Dr. 
Sunny Ofehe has built an extraordinary 
career rooted in advocacy, diplomacy, and 
transformative leadership. As Executive 
Assistant on External Relations and 
Diaspora Affairs to Delta State Governor 
Rt. Hon. Sheriff Francis Orohwedor 
Oborevwori, and founder of the Hope 
for Niger Delta Campaign (HNDC) and 
the Stichting Sunny Ofehe Foundation in 
the Netherlands, Dr. Ofehe has become a 
tireless voice for environmental justice, 
diaspora engagement, and sustainable 
development.

In an exclusive interview with Pan 
African Visions, Dr. Ofehe discusses 
how his global experience and grassroots 
activism are shaping Delta State’s foreign 
relations and diaspora strategy under the 
MORE Agenda.

These stories and more are a reminder 
that beyond the election theatrics in 
Cameroon , Tanzania and others, all is 
not dark and gloom for Africa.Happy 
reading…

Ajong Mbapndah L, Managing Editor

Cameroon: A President’s Triumph, a Nation’s Fatigue
By Ajong Mbapndah L
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Kenya Mourns the Enigma: Tears, Tributes, 
and the Legacy of Raila Amolo Odinga

By Samuel Ouma

When the news hit on the 
morning of October 15, 
2025, that Rt. Hon. Raila 

Amolo Odinga, the former Prime 
Minister of Kenya, had passed away 
while receiving treatment in India, a 
profound wave of sorrow washed over 
the nation. From the tranquil shores 
of Lake Victoria to the vibrant streets 
of Nairobi, Kenya was in mourning. 
The air was thick with cries, wails, 
and disbelief. For millions, the man 
affectionately known as Baba, the 
father of democracy, was no longer 
with them. 

Businesses closed their doors, 
traffic came to a standstill, and 
spontaneous processions erupted 
as people filled the streets, waving 
orange flags, singing songs of 
liberation, and grieving a leader 
whose name had become a beacon of 
resilience, justice, and democracy. 

In Nyanza, Raila’s political 
heartland, the grief transformed the 
lakeside towns into a sea of humanity. 
From Kisumu to Bondo, men 
and women rolled on the ground, 
overcome with emotion. In Nairobi, 
crowds gathered, holding portraits 
crying, praying and singing the 
freedom songs that echoed from the 
days of the second liberation. 

No other Kenyan leader, past 

or present, had evoked such raw 
emotion. Raila’s passing marked not 
just the loss of a political figure; it 
signified the end of an era. 

“Kenya has lost a titan of conscience, 
a visionary of uncommon resolve, and 
a defender of the defenseless whose 
legacy will illuminate our democratic 
path for all time,” remarked President 
William Ruto.

The return of Raila’s body to Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport (JKIA) 
was nothing short of extraordinary. 
Tens of thousands of people defied 
security measures, prompting 
the Kenya Airports Authority to 
reschedule flights as the crowd surged 
toward the state pavilion. The casket, 
draped in the national flag, arrived 
to a solemn Guard of Honour led by 
President Ruto and other leaders. The 
atmosphere was thick with emotion, 
filled with tears and song as the 
National Anthem rang out, followed 
by the East African Community 
anthem. 

After the ceremony, the motorcade 
wound its way through the streets of 
Nairobi, with people lining the roads, 
holding flowers and waving flags. At 
the Parliament Buildings, where the 
body lay in state, mourners came in 
droves, day and night. Many wept 
openly, while others prayed in silence. 

“Baba, you fought the good fight,” 
some mourners whispered.

At Moi International Sports 
Centre, Kasarani, the public viewing 

attracted an unprecedented number 
of people. Security personnel found 
it challenging to manage the massive 
turnout. The gates remained closed 
long after midnight, a true testament 
to the deep love Kenyans had for their 
beloved hero. 

The state funeral at Nyayo Stadium 
the next day turned into a global 
event. Dignitaries and heads of state 
from across Africa and beyond came 
together in solidarity. Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, South 
African President Cyril Ramaphosa, 
Ghana’s President Nana Akufo-Addo, 
and Uganda’s Yoweri Museveni, 
among others, sent heartfelt messages 
of condolence, honoring Raila as “a 
true son of Africa.”

On October 18, Raila’s body was 
flown into Kisumu International 
Airport, where the emotional crowds 
once again overwhelmed security. 
The procession then made its way to 
Mamboleo Showground for public 
viewing, with chants of “Baba! Baba!” 
ringing out for hours. From Kisumu, 
the cortege continued to Bondo, 

Raila’s passing marked not just the loss of a political figure; it signified the end of an era.

Kenyans turned out out in huge numbers with raw emotion in full display to 
bid farewell to Raila Odinga
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his ancestral home, where Raila 
was laid to rest next to his father, 
Jaramogi Oginga Odinga, at Kang’o 
Ka Jaramogi. The burial service was 
led by Rt. Prof. David Kodia, Bishop 
of the Anglican Diocese of Bondo. 
Among those present were President 
Ruto, former President Uhuru 
Kenyatta, and numerous leaders who, 
for a moment, stood together in a 
shared sense of national mourning. 

Born on January 7, 1945, in 
Maseno, Raila Amolo Odinga was the 
son of Kenya’s first Vice President, 
Jaramogi Oginga Odinga. He pursued 
his education in East Germany, 
earning a degree in Mechanical 
Engineering from Otto von Guericke 
University in Magdeburg. 

But Raila was far more than just 
a technocrat. His true calling was to 
champion freedom, equality, and 
democracy. He faced imprisonment 
without trial during the fight for 
multiparty democracy, enduring 
torture and isolation, yet he never 
wavered. His bravery earned him 
both admiration and fear in equal 
measure. 

In 2002, his iconic declaration 
“Kibaki Tosha” shifted the political 
landscape of Kenya, uniting a 
fractured opposition and bringing an 
end to four decades of KANU’s rule. 
This moment solidified his reputation 
as a kingmaker, someone willing to 
set aside personal ambition for the 
greater good of the nation. 

Though he never ascended to 

the presidency, Raila’s impact was 
unparalleled. He served as Prime 
Minister from 2008 to 2013 under the 
Grand Coalition Government formed 
in the wake of the post-election crisis. 
His leadership during that time 
focused on national reconciliation 
and rebuilding, advocating for 
infrastructure development, 
education reform, and social justice.

In 2018, Raila’s groundbreaking 
Handshake with President Uhuru 
Kenyatta was a powerful symbol of 
forgiveness and political maturity. It 
brought an end to months of post-
election strife and opened the door 
for much-needed constitutional 
reforms. His role as the African 
Union High Representative for 
Infrastructure Development 
highlighted his influence across the 

continent. He was a strong advocate 
for building an integrated African 
transport network—air, rail, and 
road—believing wholeheartedly that 
“a connected Africa is a prosperous 
Africa.”

Raila’s impact reached far beyond 
Kenya’s borders. He played a 
crucial role in mediating conflicts 
in Mozambique, Burundi, Nigeria, 
and Côte d’Ivoire, earning him a 
reputation as one of Africa’s leading 
champions for peace and democracy. 
Leaders from around the globe 
mourned him not just as a Kenyan 
statesman, but as a visionary for all 
of Africa.

Former President Uhuru Kenyatta 
referred to him as “a formidable 
opponent, but an even greater ally in 
the cause of unity.” President Ruto 

called him “a brother whose courage 
and convictions transformed our 
nation.” Dr. Ida Odinga, his widow, 
poignantly expressed, “For over five 
decades, you weren’t just my husband 
you were my partner, my greatest 
supporter, and the father of a nation’s 
hope.”

Raila’s life was a testament to the 
struggle for justice. From his time in 
detention to his later years advocating 
for Pan-Africanism, he was always 
driven by his deep convictions and 
compassion. His political journey, 
marked by numerous arrests, 
betrayals, and reconciliations, 
mirrored Kenya’s own democratic 
evolution.

He championed forgiveness 
over vengeance and dialogue over 
division. Even his harshest critics 
acknowledged his resilience. To 
many, he represented the spirit of 
the Second Liberation, which paved 
the way for Kenya’s democratic 
transition and the adoption of the 
2010 Constitution.

He was a mentor to countless young 
leaders and a unifying force during 
times of crisis. His message was 
both simple and profound: “Kenya is 
greater than any individual.”

Even though Raila has found his 
eternal rest, the people of Kenya are 
still in mourning. Radio stations keep 
his speeches alive; murals featuring 
his face brighten up city walls; his 
name pops up daily as Kenyans 
reminisce and pay tribute online.

“To everyone who understands this 
pain, it is well with our souls. May 
Raila rests in peace,” posted Mike 
Fiyam on her Facebook account, a day 
after the burial.

In Bondo, visitors flock to his 
homestead, bringing flowers and 
lighting candles in his memory. To 
the youth, he stands as a symbol of 
bravery. To the older generation, he 
was the son who carried on Jaramogi’s 
vision. For the entire nation, he is the 
Enigma, a man who refused to blend 
in with the ordinary. As Kenya learns 
to navigate life without Raila Amolo 
Odinga, one thing is crystal clear: 
every call for justice, every plea for 
equality, and every aspiration for a 
united Kenya echoes his legacy.

Kenya has lost a titan of conscience, a visionary of uncommon resolve, 
and a defender of the defenseless whose legacy will illuminate our democratic 

path for all time, said President Ruto.

Former President Uhuru Kenyatta referred to Raila Odinga  as “a formidable opponent, but an even greater ally in 
the cause of unity.”
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DR Congo: PM Suminwa On Peace and Partnership Crusade 
By Ajong Mbapndah L 

In the softly lit conference room 
of Washington’s Four Seasons 
Hotel, the hum of multilingual 

conversation filled the air. There were 
no headsets for translation, just the 
quiet back-and-forth of interpretation 
as Democratic Republic of Congo’s 
Prime Minister Judith Suminwa 
Tuluka, the nation’s first woman to 
hold the office, spoke with measured 
conviction to journalists from Pan 
African Visions, Politico, Reuters, and 
The African Magazine.

Flanked by government 
spokesperson Patrick Muyaya, 
Suminwa projected calm authority. 
Her Washington visit was a blend of 
diplomacy and development outreach 
— a mission anchored in one core 
message: Congo seeks peace, credible 
partnerships, and recognition for its 
potential, not its pain.

Peace Before Everything
Asked about the faltering June 27th 

peace accord between the DRC and 
Rwanda, Suminwa was direct.

“The United States stayed in their 
mediator role,” she said, “following all 
the negotiations and discussions that 
took place.”

Her optimism, however, was 
tempered by reality.

“The Rwandan troop withdrawal 
was planned. That was one of 
the preconditions — along with 
neutralizing the FDLR. Unfortunately, 
this could not be done effectively.”

She paused, then spoke with the 
quiet urgency of someone leading a 
wounded nation:

“Today, we are talking about seven 
million displaced people. These are 
not Rwandan populations — these 
are Congolese populations being 
killed. All we ask for is peace, because 
without peace, it will be difficult to 
develop this part of the country.”

She recalled President Félix 
Tshisekedi’s outreach to Rwanda’s 
Paul Kagame during the Global 
Gateway Forum in Brussels as an act 
of faith.

“We are entering a peace process,” 
she said softly. “For us, peace is the 

best thing.”
Negotiating with Washington
Attention soon turned to 

Washington’s renewed engagement 
with Congo under the Trump 
administration, which has placed 
strategic minerals back at the center 
of U.S.-Africa policy.

Suminwa described a “strategic 
dialogue” encompassing political 
mediation and economic cooperation.

“We have asked the Trump 

administration to put more pressure 
on all the involved parties,” she said, 
“so that we can see, on the ground, 
that the agreements are really taking 
effect.”

On critical minerals — cobalt, 
lithium, and copper — she welcomed 
American interest but set clear 
boundaries.

“We want to move up the value 
chain,” she explained. “We are looking 
at refining and transformation within 

the DRC, ensuring transparent and 
equitable value chains.”

Her visit coincided with an 
economic forum in Washington, 
where Congo courted investors in 
mining, energy, and infrastructure.

“We are ready to work with private 
companies,” she said. “But always 
within a framework that ensures 
transparency and sovereignty.”

Achievements and Challenges at 
Home

When asked by Pan African Visions 
to reflect on her first year in office, 
Suminwa’s expression softened — 
proud, yet pragmatic.

“One of the main achievements has 
been stabilizing the macroeconomic 
situation,” she said. “When I was 
nominated, the Congolese franc 
was depreciating heavily. We have 
stabilized it for nearly a year and 
a half, maintained fuel prices, and 
improved dialogue with unions and 
importers to keep essential goods 
affordable — all this in a time of war.”

Her biggest disappointment came 
without hesitation:

“Despite all our efforts, we have 

We have asked the Trump administration to put more pressure on all the involved parties so that we can see, on the 
ground, that the agreements are really taking effect, said PM  Suminwa

We are ready to work with private companies but always within a framework 
that ensures transparency and sovereignty., the Congolese Prime Minister said
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not yet achieved peace. That remains 
the greatest challenge. Every franc we 
spend on war is a franc we cannot use 
to develop our country.”

Security and Investor Confidence
Suminwa dismissed the perception 

that Congo was too unstable for 
investment.

“The conflict affects less than 20% 
of our territory — mainly North and 
South Kivu,” she said firmly. “Eighty 
percent of the country is peaceful and 
open for business.”

She cited a $1.5 billion hydropower 
deal with HydroLink Power and 
American-backed projects such as the 
Lobito Corridor, which links Angola, 
Zambia, and the DRC to the Atlantic 
coast.

“The Lobito Corridor is not just a 
railway,” she said. “It’s an opportunity 
for regional growth. Around it, we 
want to build new economic zones — 
and we want American companies to 
be part of that story.”

Balancing Beijing and Washington
Asked whether Congo was pivoting 

away from China, Suminwa smiled 
diplomatically.

“We want diversification — of our 
economy and of our partnerships.”

She noted that the 2008 Sino-
Congolese infrastructure-for-
minerals deal had been renegotiated 
to ensure fairer terms.

“We revised the agreement so that 
Congo gets better infrastructure for 
what we give. We have no issue with 
Chinese companies that operate 

legally. But we will not accept 
exploitation that is not in the people’s 
interest.”

Death Sentence of Former 
President Kabila

Fielding a question on what went 
wrong between the orderly transition 
and exemplary camaraderie that 
was on display between President 
Tshisekedi and his predecessor Joseph 
Kabila, Prime Minister Suminwa said 
the courts found the former President 
working with known enemies against 
the interests of Congo.  While she 
found it unconscionable from a 

former President, she indicated that 
in the DR Congo, there is separation 
of powers and the case and its verdict 
were handled by the Judiciary which 
is an independent organ from the 
executive branch that she belongs to.

Governance and Anti-Corruption
On governance reforms, Suminwa 

was unequivocal.
“We’re digitizing tax systems 

to reduce human contact and 
opportunities for corruption,” she 
said. “And for the first time, the 
DRC successfully completed an IMF 
program. That is proof of progress 

and accountability.”
A Woman of Firsts
Asked what message she had for 

young women inspired by her rise, 
Suminwa answered in French — but 
her warmth transcended language.

“Education — access to education,” 
she said. “That’s the foundation. I 
want young girls and boys to know 
that there is no job only for men 
or only for women. Anyone with 
education can do anything.”

She added that under President 
Tshisekedi, women’s representation 
in government had risen from 17% to 
33%.

“That’s a clear message — women 
have a role to play in developing our 
country.”

A Closing Note
As the cameras clicked and aides 

shuffled papers, Judith Suminwa 
thanked the journalists in both 
English and French. The translator, 
visibly relieved after an hour of rapid 
code-switching, smiled broadly.

In a week dominated by talk of 
minerals, geopolitics, and money, 
Suminwa’s final words returned to 
principle and purpose.

“We are not asking for pity,” she 
said. “We are asking for partnership. 
Because peace in Congo is peace for 
all of Africa.”

The conflict affects less than 20% of our territory — mainly North and South Kivu, Eighty percent of the country is 
peaceful and open for business, said PM Suminwa

We are not asking for pity, but partnership. because peace in Congo is peace for all of Africa, PM Suminwa said.
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Malawi : Mutharika Goes Big and Bold In Economic Reset
By James Woods Nkhutabasa*

Malawi’s new President 
has delivered what may 
be the most disciplined 

and economically literate address 
to Parliament in over a decade. 
In a country bruised by fiscal 
mismanagement, soaring inflation 
and hunger, his speech was less 
campaign theatre and more recovery 
blueprint, a call to rebuild production 
capacity, credibility and national 
pride.

A sobering macro reckoning
The President began with brutal 

honesty. Inflation has surged to 
28.2%, up from 8.6% in 2020, while 
GDP growth has slowed to 2.8%. The 
fiscal deficit stands at MK2.4 trillion, 
nearly a fivefold increase since 2020, 
and total public debt has ballooned 
to MK21.6 trillion, about 85% of 
GDP. These figures align with IMF 
and World Bank data, which both 
warn that Malawi’s debt trajectory 
remains unsustainable and that 
fiscal consolidation was necessary. 
Malawi’s President Mutharika 
Charts an Economic Reset Rooted in 
Production, Discipline, and Dignity 
on is non-negotiable.

This was not an attempt to spin or 
assign blame. It was a statement of 
national diagnosis and it landed.

Food first: a humanitarian and 
political imperative

The President declared a state of 
disaster in 11 districts, where over 
four million Malawians face acute 
food shortages. In response, the 
government has procured 200,000 
tonnes of maize from Zambia, 
earmarked for free distribution, and 
has instructed ADMARC to restock 
outlets nationwide.

He also announced the 
reintroduction of the Farm Input 
Subsidy Programme (FISP), targeting 
1.1 million households, each receiving 
two 50kg fertiliser bags and a 5kg 
seed pack at MK10,000 per bag less 
than 20% of current market prices. 
A domestic fertiliser manufacturing 

plant is in planning, with feasibility 
work already complete.

This is the first coherent food 
security plan since the 2016 crisis. If 
implemented transparently, it could 
pull Malawi from dependence to 
production. But its success hinges on 
efficiency, leak-proof targeting, and 
strict quality control. The President’s 
public warning against “fake 
fertiliser” dealers, and his directive to 
the Malawi Bureau of Standards and 
Police, signals a zero-tolerance stance 
that investors and farmers alike will 
welcome.

Energy: the real growth 
multiplier

The President’s most consequential 
pledge was to end the fuel crisis and 
restore national reliability. Malawi 
will revert to an open tender fuel 
procurement system, increase forex 
allocation to oil imports, and diversify 
suppliers. For a nation where fuel 
queues are an almost daily sight, this 
reform is more than logistical, it is 
psychological.

On electricity, the government 

will fast-track the 358.5MW 
Mpatamanga Hydropower Project a 
World Bank-backed PPP that could 
double Malawi’s generation capacity 
by 2026 alongside a 50MW solar 
plant in Salima. Both are critical to 
breaking the cycle of power rationing 
that constrains investment and 
productivity.

These are the right bets. Energy is 
not merely an infrastructure issue; it 
is the foundation of industrialisation, 
job creation, and investor confidence. 
Done right, this could lift annual GDP 
growth from 2% to 4% within three 
years.

Mining: from potential to fiscal 
anchor

Malawi’s Kayelekera uranium mine 
has officially resumed production, 
while major projects, Kanyika 
(niobium), Songwe and Kangankunde 
(rare earths), and Kasiya (rutile 
and graphite) are advancing toward 
development. Together, these assets 
could shift the country’s export 
structure away from tobacco and aid 
toward minerals aligned with the 

global clean-tech economy.
The President’s announcement 

of a Sovereign Mineral Fund is a 
strategic masterstroke. If designed 
transparently, insulated from 
political interference, independently 
audited, and linked to community 
revenue-sharing it could position 
Malawi as one of Africa’s few resource 
exporters with institutional maturity. 
Botswana did it with diamonds; Chile 
with copper. Malawi could do it with 
uranium, graphite, and rare earths.

Education, youth, and the 
human dividend

In a bold social move, the President 
abolished all secondary school fees, 
establishing free universal secondary 
education, a reform that could 
transform literacy and labour-force 
quality over time. Each constituency 
will receive MK5 billion annually 
through a reformed Constituency 
Development Fund (CDF), alongside 
MK100 million apiece for youth and 
women entrepreneurship loans.

Critics will question fiscal space. 
But this decentralised funding, if 

One of the President’s most consequential pledge was to end the fuel crisis and restore national reliability.
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managed transparently, can 
rewire local economies, stimulate 
SMEs, and rebuild trust in 
governance. The President’s 
insistence that “funding goes to 
all constituencies, government 
or opposition” is a rare display 
of inclusive statesmanship in 
Malawian politics.

Governance: restoring the 
machinery of state

Public service reform was 
another centrepiece. “Service 
delivery has collapsed,” he 
admitted. From passports to 
pensions, citizens face daily 
inefficiency. The government 
will resume passport printing in 
Blantyre, Mzuzu, and Mangochi, 
backed by a new heavy-duty 
printer increasing capacity 
fourfold to 2,000 passports a day.

He also ordered a stop to 
unbudgeted recruitments and 
unprocedural promotions, a 
subtle but critical strike against 
patronage and fiscal drift.

On corruption, his tone was 
uncompromising: “I will not tolerate 
it.” The Anti-Corruption Bureau 
(ACB) is to be empowered to 
prosecute “without fear or favour”. 
In a nation where public faith has 
collapsed under scandal fatigue, this 
was necessary rhetoric but the real 
test will be action against political 
insiders, not just easy targets.

Economic diplomacy: a 
strategic pivot

Perhaps most underreported 
is the foreign policy 
reorientation. Malawi’s 
embassies will be repurposed 
as investment and remittance 
hubs, tasked with converting 
diplomacy into measurable 
economic returns. This is a 
clear signal to the international 
community that the new 
administration intends to 
replace handouts with trade, 
and symbolism with substance.

A leadership moment and 
a national one

What made this speech 

exceptional was not its ambition but 
its clarity. It was technocratic, data-
grounded, and unpretentious. The 
President understood the optics: 
a nation weary of slogans needed 
arithmetic, not adjectives.

For global investors and 
multilateral partners, this was a 
message of realism: stabilise the 
kwacha, feed the hungry, restart fuel 
flows, and unlock mining and power 

exports. For Malawians, it was a 
message of discipline, a reminder that 
reform will hurt before it heals.

The stakes are existential. Inflation 
near 30%, debt above 80% of GDP, 
and hunger affecting a fifth of the 
population, these are not statistics; 
they are symptoms of institutional 
decay. This speech sought to reclaim 
control of the national narrative 

to signal that Malawi can still 
govern itself, feed itself, and 
grow on its own terms.

As someone who has served 
in diplomacy and continues 
to engage with international 
investors, I see this address 
as Malawi’s pivot back to 
seriousness. It places the country 
within the emerging African 
narrative where reformist leaders 
are recognising that credibility, 
not charity, is the real capital.

The markets will not 
respond to promises. They 
will respond to progress, the 
first open fuel tender, the first 
transparent fertiliser registry, 
the first mining royalty payment 
published online. These are the 
deliverables that will separate 
this administration from its 
predecessors.

If the President delivers 
even half of what he pledged, 
food security, fiscal discipline, 
energy stability, and corruption 
prosecution, Malawi could be the 

quiet turnaround story of 2026.
And as one who has long believed 

in the potential of this nation and of 
President Arthur Peter Mutharika’s 
brand of disciplined governance, I 
can say with conviction: this is the 
most credible foundation for recovery 
Malawi has seen in years.

*James Woods is a strategic 
communications specialist, political 

advisor, partner at Rainbow 
World Group and former 
Malawian diplomat accredited 
to Belgium, Andorra, France, 
Monaco, The Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, Italy and 
the European Union. He 
has advised presidents, 
governments, FTSE and 
NASDAQ-listed companies, 
and global investors across 
Africa, Europe, USA and the 
Middle East, in addition he 
is an Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu Leadership Fellow. 
He writes regularly for Pan-
African Visions on governance, 
elections, business, sport and 
strategic communications.

 In a bold social move, the President abolished all secondary school fees, establishing 
free universal secondary education, a reform that could transform literacy and labour-force 

quality over time





PAN AFRICAN VISIONs

13PAV - NOV. 2025 - MAG 1125 Vol VII

Inside Africa

Mnangagwa’s Third Term Gambit and the Battle for 
Zimbabwe’s Constitutional Soul

By Wallace Mawire

At the ZANU-PF conference 
in Mutare in October 2025, 
delegates enthusiastically 

approved a resolution to amend 
the constitution so that President 
Mnangagwa could remain in power 
until 2030. Justice Minister and 
ZANU-PF legal secretary Ziyambi 
Ziyambi told the meeting that 
this move – dubbed “Resolution 
No. 1” – was needed to ensure 
“continuity, stability and the 
sustained transformation of the 
nation”. Hundreds of delegates 
erupted in applause as the motion 
passed. Within hours, opposition 
politicians and civil society voices 
were decrying the plan as an unlawful 
assault on Zimbabwe’s democratic 
order. Veteran opposition figure 
Jameson Timba warned that “we are 
a constitutional democracy, and the 
supremacy of the Constitution must 
remain non-negotiable”. Job Sikhala, 
an advocacy leader of the National 
Democratic Working Group, called 
the resolution a “huge provocation” 
by a party whose “modus of operation 
has always been predatory”.

Constitutional Limits and 
Mnangagwa’s Rise

The clash is rooted in Zimbabwe’s 
2013 constitution, which explicitly 
limits presidents to two five-year 
terms. Under that law, President 
Mnangagwa – who came to power 
in a military-backed coup against 
long-time ruler Robert Mugabe in 
November 2017 – could only serve 
until 2028. He was elected to his 
first full term in 2018 and re-elected 
in 2023, and is due to step down 
at the end of his second term in 
2028. In return for overthrowing 
Mugabe, Mnangagwa had promised 
democratic reforms and economic 
recovery, but his tenure has instead 
seen a dire economic collapse 
epitomized by hyperinflation, mass 
unemployment and allegations of 
corruption, and a crackdown on 
dissent. Nevertheless, he has styled 

himself as a “constitutionalist” who 
respects term limits; a message that 
now rings hollow to opponents.

Faced with the constitutional 
ban, ZANU-PF has identified a legal 
workaround. Instead of directly 
changing the two-term limit (Section 
91(2)), the party’s resolution instructs 
parliament to amend the length of the 
presidential term under Section 95(2)
(b). In practice this means extending 
each term from five years to, say, 
seven years. Political commentator 
Jonathan Moyo explains that Section 
91(2) – the term-limit cap – is “non-
negotiable and cannot be amended in 
a way that benefits the incumbent”, 
but Section 95(2)(b) (the five-year 
term) can be altered by a two-
thirds parliamentary vote without 
a referendum. By raising the term 
length, Mnangagwa’s current term 
would automatically run to 2030 
without technically adding a third 
term. If a change were passed, Moyo 
notes, “the president could stay in 
office until 2030. No referendum 
would be needed”.

Yet the constitution also includes 
strong protections against power 
grabs. Section 328(7) explicitly bars 
any amendment that would allow 

the current president to extend his 
time in office. In plain language, 
even if lawmakers scrapped the term 
limit, Mnangagwa himself could 
not personally benefit – a safeguard 
designed to prevent one-man rule. 
Veteran opposition lawyer David 
Coltart, who helped draft the 2013 
charter, cautions that Zimbabwe has 
“layer upon layer of constitutional 
safeguards” against such maneuvers. 
He notes that any amendment 
extending the presidency, however 
couched, would require a public 
referendum under Section 328(7) – 
effectively making it a referendum on 
Mnangagwa’s rule, which the 2023 
election showed he would likely lose. 
“It is simply disingenuous to suggest 
that [the ZANU-PF] resolution…can 
lawfully circumvent the two referenda 
provision,” Coltart wrote in October 
2025.

Legal Experts and Voices of 
Conscience

Zimbabwean legal scholars and 
analysts have weighed in forcefully. 
Prof. Mxolisi Ncube, a veteran 
constitutional expert, calls the 
extension plan a sign of creeping 
authoritarianism. He warns that 

by testing loopholes in the law, 
the ruling party risks undermining 
democracy and urges citizens 
to remain vigilant. Dr. Justice 
Mavedzenge, a comparative law 
scholar, has even speculated on 
unusual constitutional contortions: 
if Mnangagwa resigned early (before 
serving three years of his term), 
that term would not count as “full” 
under Section 91. In that scenario, 
he could run again in 2028 under a 
technicality. Mavedzenge also points 
out that if Mnangagwa temporarily 
steps aside under Sections 100–101, 
a vice president could act until new 
elections – potentially re-setting the 
clock on term limits. These ideas may 
sound far-fetched to many, but they 
illustrate how legalists are hunting 
for any justification to achieve the 
desired outcome.

In a public debate on X (formerly 
Twitter), former Foreign Minister 
Professor Jonathan Moyo argued that 
the party’s move can be made to look 
legal by focusing on term length rather 
than term count. He pointed to a 
2021 Constitutional Court case (Marx 
Mupungu v. Justice Minister) which 
held that term limits are sacrosanct, 
but the duration of a term could be 

Though his political future maybe on the line, President Mnangagwa has shied from directly debating the extension 
plan in public.
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altered by parliament. Opponents 
shot back that the resolution 
violates the very spirit of the law. 
One legal commentary bluntly 
stated: “This proposal…does not 
hold up under constitutional 
scrutiny and represents an affront 
to democracy, constitutionalism, 
and the rule of law in Zimbabwe”. 
In January 2025, retired ZANU-
PF MP Elias “Killer” Zivhu warned 
privately of “devastating effects” 
if the charter were “recklessly 
altered”, underlining that “our 
constitution is our future”.

Even Zimbabwe’s churches and 
civil society have spoken out. The 
Zimbabwe Heads of Christian 
Denominations (ZHOCD) on 
21 January 2025 issued a joint 
statement condemning any third-
term bid. The church leaders said 
the push to extend term limits was 
“an invitation for the president to 
be a co-conspirator in overthrowing 
the constitution”. They implored 
Mnangagwa to “resist the calls and 
the temptation…for the greater good 
of the country”. Opposition attorney 
Tendai Biti similarly promised to 
take legal action: “We will defend the 
Constitution against its capture and 
manipulation to advance a dangerous 
unconstitutional anti-people agenda,” 
he said on social media. National 
democratic groups have called for 
peaceful protests and civic vigilance.

ZANU-PF’s Internal Rift: 
Mnangagwa vs. Chiwenga

The term-extension gambit has 
laid bare a deep schism within 
ZANU-PF itself. Mnangagwa’s Vice 
President, Constantino Chiwenga – 
the retired general who led the 2017 
coup – has warned against repeating 
the mistakes of the Mugabe era. 
According to journalists, Chiwenga 
has become “increasingly vocal” in 
opposing the resolution. In the weeks 
before the conference, Chiwenga 
exposed a leaked plan that would 
have delayed all elections for years, 
effectively keeping Mnangagwa in 
power until 2035. The government 
immediately disowned that draft, 
with Ziyambi Ziyambi calling it 
“spurious” and accusing its unknown 
authors of “treasonous conduct”.

At a tense politburo meeting, 
Ziyambi publicly denounced 
Chiwenga’s objections as “sinister” 
and said party resolutions – such 
as the 2030 plan – are binding on 
all members. Mnangagwa himself 
echoed that message at the Mutare 
conference, reminding everyone 
that by party discipline they must 
all stand by congress decisions. 
Political analyst Jealousy Mawarire 
interprets this standoff as Chiwenga 
daring to defend the constitution 
against his boss: “By declaring that 
‘Vision 2030 must be understood as 
a national covenant, not a political 
campaign’, the Vice President [drew] 
a sharp line… He was defending 
not only the spirit of the liberation 
struggle, but also the constitution that 
enshrines term limits – a subtle yet 
unmistakable challenge to his boss”.

For now, the rivalry remains mostly 
behind closed doors. Mnangagwa 
never publicly replied to Chiwenga’s 
comments, and Chiwenga himself has 
stayed largely silent since the party’s 
announcement. But the jockeying 
continues. In the capital and in ZANU-
PF’s ranks, supporters of each faction 
quietly maneuver. Some observers 
note that Mnangagwa appears to be 
lining up new loyalists, even drawing 
figures like businessman Kuda 
Tagwirei toward the vice presidency 
to replace Chiwenga’s influence. A 
senior ZANU-PF lawmaker even 
boasted that a referendum will not be 
needed – a claim many legal analysts 
regard as premature – saying “Zanu 
PF will achieve Vision 2030 without 

a national referendum”.
Public Reaction and Civil Society
Outside the power struggle, 

Zimbabwean society has been 
unsettled. Public sentiment has 
ranged from apathy to anger, with 
many fearing the ruling party is 
returning Zimbabwe to a pre-2008 
style of politics. In the days after 
the Mutare decision, signs of unrest 
multiplied. War veterans and youth 
activists have been particularly 
outspoken. In March 2025, ex-
combatants called for a nationwide 
protest; the government met them 
with heavy police and tear gas in 
Harare and Bulawayo as small groups 
chanted “we reject 2030!”. Thousands 
of citizens then took to social media 
decrying the extension plan. One 
Reddit user sarcastically commented: 
“ZANU is becoming bolder because 
who can check them?”.

Churches and civic groups 
have kept up the pressure. The 
ZHOCD statement was followed by 
pastoral appeals from individual 
denominations, and even some 
liberation war veterans have chipped 
in; Blessed Geza, a Chiwenga ally, has 
livestreamed rants against the 2030 
campaign to thousands of viewers. 
Rights groups like Crisis in Zimbabwe 
Coalition issued warnings that any 
crackdown would further isolate the 
country. Yet authorities responded 
harshly to any dissent: on October 25, 
2025, police arrested ten campaigners, 
mostly in their 60s who had been 
planning a protest demanding 
Mnangagwa’s resignation, charging 

them with “attempting to incite 
public violence”. Earlier this year 
security forces similarly detained 
nearly 100 young people for holding 
anti-government slogans. Critics 
say these raids are “shots across the 
bows” aimed at stifling opposition 
organizing.

In a sign of the seriousness of the 
fight, opposition lawyers have vowed 
court challenges. Tendai Biti’s 
group declared it will use any legal 
means to block the amendment, 
even citing Section 100’s provisions 
on succession. Jameson Timba, 
echoing Job Sikhala, has urged “civic 
vigilance and peaceful defence” of 
the charter. So far, however, mass 
street protests have not materialized 

– in part due to ZANU-PF’s security 
clampdown and fragmented 
opposition. The general mood is tense 
and anxious. As one editorial warned, 
Zimbabwe’s constitution and political 
system are under an unprecedented 
test and many ordinary citizens fear 
the stability offered by term limits is 
slipping away.

Regional and International 
Response

Abroad, Zimbabwe’s regional and 
international partners are watching 
nervously. There has been no official 
statement from SADC or the African 
Union specifically about the 2030 
resolution, but those bodies long 
profess adherence to democracy 
and rule of law. Zimbabwe’s last two 
constitutional referenda (2000 and 
2013) were closely monitored by 
SADC observers, who cautioned at 
times that the process should remain 
transparent. Diplomats in Harare 
say SADC heads will likely raise the 
issue in private; any failure to uphold 
constitutional limits could become a 
talking point in the next summit.

Western governments have been 
more vocal. In Washington, Rep. 
Gregory Meeks – ranking Democrat 
on the House Foreign Affairs 
Committee – issued a statement 
warning that Mnangagwa’s record 
of promising constitutional order 
was already shaky. “President 
Mnangagwa swore to strengthen the 
pillars of Zimbabwe’s democracy 
and accept term limits,” Meeks said. 

Delegates enthusiastically approved the resolution to amend the constitution 
so that President Mnangagwa could remain in power until 2030.
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“Extending his term would erode that 
foundation”. Though Zimbabwe is 
still under some US and EU sanctions 
from the Mugabe era, there had been 
discussion of cautious engagement 
with Mnangagwa’s government. 
Now, analysts say, any move to 
upend the constitution could scuttle 
those efforts. The European Union 
and United Kingdom, which have 
repeatedly criticized ZANU-PF for 
past human rights abuses have not 
yet released formal statements on 
this specific issue. But diplomats 
suggest that London and Brussels will 
be quick to express “deep concern” 
privately and warn of consequences. 
For example, a Western ambassador 
in Harare told the Zimbabwe 
Independent that undermining term 
limits would “probably lead to further 
isolation and possibly financial 
sanctions” once again.

Mnangagwa, for his part, has shied 
away from directly debating the 
extension plan in public. In his closing 
remarks at the Mutare congress, he 
made no mention of the resolution 
and instead lectured delegates on 
unity. In private, his aides insist he has 
always respected the constitution. Yet 
the international community remains 
sceptical. Many foreign investors and 
donors have cited legal certainty and 
reforms as prerequisites for aid. Any 
perception that Zimbabwe is sliding 
back towards one-man rule will likely 
delay fresh investment and freeze 
plans for new loans, threatening to 
deepen the economic crisis.

Constitutional Scenarios and 
Risks

Looking ahead, Zimbabwe faces 
several possible scenarios, which 
are all precarious. The legal process 
to amend the constitution is highly 
structured: the Speaker must publish 
the exact text of any amendment in the 
Government Gazette, then Parliament 
must wait at least 90 days, inviting 
written submissions and public 
hearings. After that, the bill must pass 
with a two-thirds majority in both 
houses. If the amendment affects the 
two-term cap, it would automatically 
trigger a referendum under Section 
328(6)–(9). The opposition and civil 

groups plan to use every step of this 
process to lobby and litigate. For 
example, if ZANU-PF tries to expedite 
a simple term-length change with no 
referendum, constitutional experts 
argue that courts could still strike 
it down as effectively extending the 
sitting president’s tenure.

One discussed alternative is 
delaying the 2028 election altogether. 
Some party stalwarts have floated the 
idea of postponing the vote for two 
years ostensibly in the name of reform, 
which would automatically extend the 
current government’s life. That plan, 
however, was effectively foreclosed 
by party insiders who leaked and 
then disowned such proposals. Even 
Coltart noted that would amount to 
an extra-radical tactic.

Another theoretical scenario arises 
if Mnangagwa were to resign mid-
term. Constitutional provisions say 
that a vice-president would serve as 
acting president (Section 101) until a 
new candidate is elected by ZANU-
PF’s parliamentary caucus (Section 
100). If done carefully, Mnangagwa’s 
team reasons, he might step down in 
late 2026 making that partial term 
below the three-year threshold that 
counts as a full term, and then run 
again in 2028. Dr. Mavedzenge has 
warned that this scheme is legally 
plausible but extremely risky: “It 
sounded crazy… but the more I look 
at what is happening, the more I 
feel I might be correct” that such 
a maneuver could be on the table. 
Mnangagwa loyalists have in recent 
weeks hinted at new vice-presidential 
appointments; some naming 

businessmen like Kuda Tagwirei, 
which critics fear is groundwork for 
this kind of rotation.

Each of these scenarios carries big 
implications. The most immediate 
risk is a constitutional crisis 
and a possible court challenge. 
Zimbabwe’s judiciary, although no 
stronger than before, would be the 
arbiter if a petition arises. Some 
analysts predict that a case on term 
extension would ascend rapidly to 
the Constitutional Court. However, 
others caution that with courts under 
government pressure, a favorable 
ruling is uncertain. Meanwhile, any 
perceived abuse of the process could 
spark unrest. Civil society is warning 
that defying the constitution could 
alienate even ordinarily compliant 
citizens. Already, business leaders 
and church networks speak of eroding 
trust in the political system.

Economic and Governance 
Context

All of this drama plays out against 
a backdrop of severe economic 
hardship. After two decades of 
decline, Zimbabwe’s economy has 
only partially recovered. According 
to the Institute for Security Studies, 
nearly half of Zimbabweans now live 
in extreme poverty and inflation while 
lower than the 2023 peak remains 
in double digits. Frequent power 
cuts, shortages of fuel and foreign 
currency, and capital flight continue 
to hamper growth. In parliament’s 
own assessment, rural farmers 
and urban entrepreneurs report 
discouraging levels of insecurity and 

corruption.
ZANU-PF justifies Mnangagwa’s 

extended leadership on these grounds. 
The party’s official statements argue 
that Zimbabwe needs continuity to 
complete “Vision 2030” – its long-
term blueprint for transformation 
by the year 2030. They claim 
Mnangagwa’s experience is vital to 
push through reforms in mining, 
agriculture and debt restructuring. 
But critics counter that the president’s 
first term has not delivered these 
promises. They point out that 
Zimbabwe already tried a Vision 2020 
plan decades ago with few results. To 
many Zimbabweans, the attempt to 
lengthen the presidency smacks of 
desperation, not vision. They note 
that true economic renewal will 
require new ideas and accountability, 
which indefinite incumbency would 
undermine.

The Constitutional Test
Zimbabwe now finds itself at a 

crossroads. All eyes are on Harare 
as the government undertakes the 
amendment process. The world will 
watch whether MPs move too fast, 
whether lawyers can lodge challenges, 
and how far the public is willing to 
push back. As Dr. Mavedzenge put it, 
“a constitution is only powerful to the 
extent that its owners, the citizens, 
know about it.” Zimbabweans must 
decide if they will let these intricate 
legal provisions be manipulated, 
or whether they will demand that 
“the infrastructure of democracy” 
namely courts, civil society, media 
be strengthened to defend the 2013 
charter.

What happens next will test 
Zimbabwe’s commitment to the 
rule of law and the very essence 
of its democratic experiment. Will 
constitutionalism prevail, requiring 
the presidency to change hands in 
2028, or will ZANU-PF’s gambit 
succeed, potentially entrenching 
Mnangagwa into 2030 and beyond? 
Observers warn that if the answer is 
the latter, Zimbabwe’s “constitutional 
soul” will have suffered a grievous 
wound, one that will shape the 
nation’s governance and international 
standing for years to come. 

Mnangagwa’s Vice President, Constantino Chiwenga – the retired General who led the 
2017 coup – has warned against repeating the mistakes of the Mugabe era.
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A Victory and a Generational Shift Challenge for Ouattara
By Joseph Besong 

ABIDJAN, Côte d’Ivoire 
— President Alassane 
Dramane Ouattara has 

secured a sweeping re-election 
victory, reaffirming his dominance 
over Ivorian politics and pledging 
to use what he calls his “final term” 
to consolidate peace, accelerate 
economic growth, and prepare a 
generational transfer of leadership.

According to provisional results 
announced by the Independent 
Electoral Commission, Ouattara won 
nearly 90 percent of the vote in the 
October 25 polls, easily defeating 
a fragmented field of challengers. 
His closest rival, Jean-Louis Billon, 
a former commerce minister and 
prominent businessman, trailed far 
behind. Other notable candidates 
included former first lady Simone 
Gbagbo, longtime opposition figure 
Ahoua Don Mello, and independent 
reformist Charles Blé Goudé, who 
ran a symbolic campaign calling for 
reconciliation and youth inclusion.

Calm Elections, Symbolic 
Opposition

Despite a relatively calm voting 
day and orderly count, the election 

was marked by the absence of some 
of Ouattara’s most formidable past 
rivals. Former President Laurent 
Gbagbo, once Ouattara’s arch-foe 
during the 2010–2011 post-electoral 
crisis, was barred from running 

due to a prior conviction — though 
Ouattara had personally facilitated 
his return from exile in 2021, 
underscoring his commitment to 
national reconciliation.

Similarly, ex-Credit Suisse CEO 

Tidjane Thiam, whose international 
stature made him a potential game-
changer, was disqualified over 
nationality technicalities.

In a sign of growing political 
maturity, several opposition figures 
nevertheless congratulated the 
president. Jean-Louis Billon publicly 
accepted the outcome, calling for “a 
united Côte d’Ivoire that continues on 
the path of peace.” Simone Gbagbo, 
now leading a faith-based movement, 
also urged Ivorians to “turn the 
page of confrontation” and focus on 
rebuilding together.

An Economic Powerhouse in a 
Volatile Region

Côte d’Ivoire’s importance to West 
Africa extends far beyond its borders. 
The country remains the region’s 
economic engine, accounting for over 
40 percent of the WAEMU GDP and 
serving as a logistical hub for trade 
across the Sahel.

Ouattara’s macroeconomic 
management — rooted in his 
background as a former IMF Deputy 
Director — has delivered a decade of 

President Ouattara has pledged to use what he calls his “final term” to consolidate peace, accelerate economic 
growth, and prepare a generational transfer of leadership

Ouattara’s macroeconomic management — rooted in his background as a former IMF Deputy Director — has 
delivered a decade of steady growth averaging 6–7 percent
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steady growth averaging 6–7 percent, 
transforming Abidjan into a booming 
regional capital. Infrastructure 
projects, from the Abidjan Metro to 
expanded ports and highways, have 
redefined the nation’s development 
model.

But this stability stands in sharp 
contrast to a neighborhood in turmoil. 
In recent years, military coups have 
rocked Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger, 
and Guinea — pushing investors and 
multilateral partners to look to Côte 
d’Ivoire as a bulwark of stability. 
“In a region where institutions have 
crumbled, Côte d’Ivoire’s resilience 
under Ouattara is not just national — 
it’s continental,” noted one ECOWAS 
diplomat.

Legacy of Peace and 
Reconciliation

Ouattara’s presidency began amid 
division but has gradually evolved 
into one of reconstruction and 
reintegration. His government has 
restored peace, reopened borders, 
and enabled the safe return of 
thousands of exiled politicians and 
citizens displaced by past crises.

Though several were barred from 
contesting this year’s elections, most 
have been reintegrated into political 
life, with some now serving as 
mediators and advisors.

“President Ouattara’s greatest 
legacy may not just be roads or 
bridges,” said a political analyst 
in Yamoussoukro. “It is the 
normalization of a country once 
synonymous with crisis.”

Strategic U.S. Partnership and 
Growing Global Ties

The re-election comes as Côte 
d’Ivoire deepens its strategic 
partnerships with the United States 

and other key global players. In 
September, during the UN General 
Assembly in New York, Ivorian 
officials met with U.S. Deputy 
Secretary of State Kurt Campbell and 
MCC CEO Alice Albright, alongside 
U.S. business leader Bholus, to 
strengthen bilateral investment and 
development cooperation.

That engagement culminated 
in the signing of a new $524 
million Millennium Challenge 
Corporation (MCC) Compact, 
focused on promoting secondary 
education, digital infrastructure, 
and road connectivity — initiatives 
directly aligned with Ouattara’s 
“Emergence 2030” vision.
The agreement underscores 
Washington’s recognition of Côte 
d’Ivoire as a strategic partner for 
stability, economic growth, and 
counterterrorism coordination in 

coastal West Africa.
American and European companies 

have expanded their presence in 
Ivorian energy, agribusiness, and 
logistics sectors, while Ouattara’s 
administration continues courting 
Gulf, Asian, and African investors.

A Mandate for Continuity — 
and a Test of Renewal

As he begins his fourth term, 
Ouattara faces a paradox: a 
strong mandate for continuity, 
yet rising expectations for change. 
His challenge is to translate Côte 
d’Ivoire’s macroeconomic gains into 
inclusive growth, address youth 
unemployment, and ensure that his 
promised generational shift produces 
credible new leaders from within his 
party and beyond.

“This is the time to prepare the 
next generation of leadership that 

will safeguard our nation’s peace and 
prosperity,” Ouattara told cheering 
supporters in his victory speech.

Observers say how he manages 
succession will ultimately define 
his legacy. Whether he ushers in 
a new political era or tightens the 
old order will determine if his “final 
term” becomes a culmination of 
transformation — or the twilight of 
dominance.

The Outlook
For now, Côte d’Ivoire stands out 

as a rare bright spot in a troubled 
neighborhood — a nation that has 
reconciled with its past and projects 
confidence about its future. Ouattara’s 
fourth term offers continuity, but the 
world will be watching to see if it 
also delivers on his most ambitious 
promise: to pass the torch peacefully 
to a new generation of Ivorian leaders.

For now, Côte d’Ivoire stands out as a rare bright spot in a troubled neighborhood — a nation that has reconciled 
with its past and projects confidence about its future.




